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LUCAS SAMARAS PHOTOGRAPHS 
Through July 16, 1989 

Twenty-six photographs by the versatile artist Lucas Samaras, on exhibition at 
The Cleveland Museum of Art through July 16, are self-portraits and still lifes that 
Samaras made with a Polaroid camera. Known for his pastel drawings, sculptures 
with found objects, and mirrored works. Samaras turned to the Polaroid SX-70 for its 
theatrical strong color and immediacy. Before the prints dried he could smear, 
rearrange, or draw into the layers of colored emulsion; some images are so altered 
that only an ear or mouth may be visible in the marbled swirls of color. The series 
called "Photo-Transformations" records Samaras in the kitchen of his cramped 
Manhattan apartment, where floodlights filtered with mylar bathe the claustrophobic 
scene and his acted-out fantasies in iridescent purple and green light. When Polaroid 
"improved" SX-70 film so it could no longer be manipulated. Samaras moved to a 
larger Polaroid format and fabricated images by splicing together slivers of 
photographs. 

Lucas Samaras was bom in Greece in 1936 and came to the United States at 
the age of eleven. He took part in Happenings with Oldenburg, Dine, and Grooms in 
1959, the year he graduated from Rutgers. Since then he has restlessly experimented 
with many forms of art. The exhibition was organized by Curator of Contemporary 
Art Tom Hinson, who selected works from a recent show at the Art Institute of 
Chicago; all are on loan from the Pace/MacGill Gallery, New York. 
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